
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
September 1, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
September 1, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; 
Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Bill Trueman, Environmental Services Coordinator; 
Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; 
Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy 
Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Terri Cook, and Marilyn Faber, Ron Raczkowski, Charlotte 
Tucker, Eric & Lynn Simon, Lee & Mel Dygert, Michelle Lozier, Carol O’Donovan, and 
Carol & Hank Summers (Montreaux Property Owners). 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for September 1, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 08/25/15 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers 

No. 2636 – Voucher Nos. 4238-4238 ($8,266.25) 08/27/15 
No. 2637 – Voucher Nos. 4239-4277 ($72,299.80) 09/01/15 

The motion passed. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell presented a request for an extension to the Evergreen Safety Council 

Contract in the amount of $10,000, as it is in addition to the original contract amount 
of $50,000.  Manager Powell stated that Evergreen has been a huge asset for the 
District and commended HR Manager White for an outstanding job of managing the 
Safety Program in addition to her regular HR duties.  He stated the extension also 
includes a cost reduction for the remaining onsite visits.  Commissioner Robertson 
asked about lost time accidents; HR Manager White replied there have been some 
minor accidents, but no lost time incidents in quite some time.  Commissioner 
Robertson moved to authorize extension of the Evergreen Safety Council Contract for 
a not to exceed cost of $10,000.  The motion passed. 

Received certification from the Skagit County Assessor regarding Mann Road LUD 
properties exempt from assessment under RCW 84.34.320(2) (agriculture and/or 
timber).  Exemption includes six parcels and the District will prepare and mail 
waivers of exemption from assessment.  If the property owners do not waive the 
exemption, they cannot be served water. 

Received a phone call from John Holmes, Regional Public Works Supervisor for 
Emergency Management regarding any wind storm damage sustained by the District, 
as there may be funds available for damages, including power outages. 

Reported that Dick Rodruck, Public Utility Risk Management Services (PURMS), 
has been rescheduled to attend the September 8 meeting for his presentation regarding 
risk and liability insurance coverage, as Finance staff was not available for today’s 
meeting. 

• Attorney Gilbert reported that the last active delinquent LUD foreclosure litigation 
case has evaded service and the last step is sale of property, and he is waiting to hear 
from either the property owner or trustee.  Also reported on an interesting case in the 
3rd Division Court of Appeals regarding public information requests, and after review 
believes the District is following the law. 

• Engineering Manager Sidhu reported Semrau Engineering & Surveying has 
completed the survey for the Mann Road LUD pipeline and have begun preliminary 
design.  A 30% design review submittal is expected by September 4.   



Shoreline Construction was awarded the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby 
Road Pipeline Phase-I project. Construction is anticipated to begin the first week of 
October. A preconstruction meeting is scheduled for September 3rd. This project is 
partially funded through a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan.  

90% plans and specifications were received from Murray Smith and Associates for 
the Division Street Tank and Booster Station project for review and comment.  The 
draft project report that will be submitted to Department of Health for their review 
and approval was also submitted for comments. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported that the District lost power and communication at 
the SRD and Guemes; however, there was no damage to structures.  Everything is 
back in operation and Guemes power should be restored by this evening.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if Guemes is without water; Operations Manager Fox 
replied they have water but very little pressure at higher elevations.  Discussion 
ensued regarding the use of generators.  Commissioner Cook asked if there were 
issues with fiber; Operations Manager Fox replied no.  Discussion ensued regarding 
Judy Reservoir levels, Skagit River NTUs and the ability to take enough water from 
the streams to fill the pipeline. 

• Community Relations Manager Tate reported that teachers are calling for tours of the 
WTP and the Skagit River Salmon Festival takes place the weekend after Labor Day.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if the District will have a booth; CR Manager Tate 
replied yes and that there will be 30 different conservation groups participating as 
well.  Discussion ensued regarding giveaways that promote conservation and the 
District’s water efficiency goals.  Commissioner Robertson stated he believes the 
District promotes a positive learning experience. 

• HR Manager White reported that the retirement party for Dale Wardell will be here in 
the Aqua Room tomorrow at 3:00 PM and invited the Commission to come bid 
farewell to Dale. 

Manager Powell stated that the State Auditors are onsite and he met with the lead auditor 
earlier today and she indicated the audit was going well.  Commissioner Littlefield stated 
he had received a call from the State Auditor with questions regarding fraud and other 
items, and they will most likely be onsite through the end of the month. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook reported he had also received a call 
from the State Auditor as well and he had not had time to return the call. 

Commissioner Littlefield reported received a customer complaint regarding charges 
regarding a new account; CR Manager Tate asked Commissioner Littlefield to bring in the 
letter and he would look in to it, as he had not seen it. 

At this time, President Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to open the Surplus 
Property Public Hearing - District Identity:  Waugh Road Proposed Tank Site 
(Montreaux) Continuation from 08/18/15.   The meeting was recessed at 4:58 PM. 

President Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 5:04 PM.   

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of September 1, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:05 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


